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We all understand that Israel plays a pivotal role in our identity as Jews. It’s the land promised to
us by G-d, imagined as a safe-haven for Jews escaping antisemitism, a place where we feel most
“Jewish,” and connected to G-d and spirituality.

ת אֶֶת־ ֶ ן לָָבֹֹא לָָרֶֶשֶׁ� רְְדֵּ�ֵ ם עֹבְְֹרִִים אֶֶת־הַַיַּ�ַ י אַַתֶּ�ֶ כִּ�ִ
ם תֶּ�ֶ ְ רִִישְׁ� ֽ ר ה’ אֱֱלֹהֵֵֹכֶֶים נֹֹתֵֵן לָָכֶֶם וִֽ� ֶ  הָָאָָרֶֶץ אֲֲשֶׁ�

׃ ּהּ ֽ ם־בָּֽ�� בְְתֶּ�ֶ ַ שַׁי� ֽ אֹתָָֹּהּ וִֽ�

ים וְְאֶֶת־ חֻֻקִּ�ִ ֽ ל־הַֽ� ם לַַעֲֲשׂׂוֹֹת אֵֵת כׇּ�ׇ מַַרְְתֶּ�ֶ ְ שְּׁוּ�
וֹֹם׃ ר אָָנֹֹכִִי נֹֹתֵֵן לִִפְְנֵֵכֶֶים הַַיּֽ�ֽ ֶ טִִים אֲֲשֶׁ� ָ פָּ� ְ שְׁ� הַַמִּ�ִ

SOURCE 1: Devarim (Deuteronomy) Mitzvah to Live in Land of Israel
“ For you are crossing the Jordan river to come and 
possess the land that Hashem, your G-d, gives to you; 
you shall possess it and settle in it.” (Devarim 11:31)

“You shall be careful to perform all the decrees and the 
ordinances that I present to you today” (Devarim 11:32)

The Land of Israel as a Place to Fulfill the Torah
Many commandments of the Torah, in particular those related to agriculture and to the Jewish 
kingship, can only be fulfilled while living in the Land of Israel.

Let’s take a closer look at what connects the Jew to Israel:

We see from verse 31 above that there is a biblical mitzvah (commandment) to live in the land of 
Israel. But it goes farther than that. In verse 32 above we are tasked with being very careful about 
performing the mitzvot (commandments) of the Torah.

Q: 	 However, did you know that living in the land of Israel is according to many authorities 
	 a biblical commandment?

Q: 	 Why do you think these two verses are presented side by side? Do you think there is a
	 connection being made between performing mitzvot (commandments) and living in the 
	 land of Israel?

In fact, Nachmanides an early and extremely credible Rabbinic sage takes this once step farther:

According to many authorities there is a positive mitzvah to live in the Holy Land, where one is
able to achieve a closer connection with God, precisely because in the Land we are able to fulfill
His commandments at the highest level.

THE PURPOSE OF 
THE LAND OF ISRAEL
SOURCE SHEET AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

SOURCE 1: Talmud Bavli (Babylonian Talmud), Shabbat 31a – Can the Torah be encapsulated in one principle?

There is a story about a gentile who came before Shammai and 
said to him, “I will convert if you teach me the entire Torah while 
I stand on one foot.” Shammai pushed him away with a ruler 
that was in his hand. The gentile then went to Hillel, who helped 
him to convert. Hillel told him, “Whatever is hateful to you do 
not do to your friend. This is the entire Torah. The rest is its
commentary. Go and study.”

 מעשה בנכרי אחד שבא לפני שמאי

 אמר לו גיירני ע”מ שתלמדני כל התורה

 כולה כשאני עומד על רגל אחת דחפו

 באמת הבנין שבידו בא לפני הלל גייריה

 אמר לו דעלך סני לחברך לא תעביד זו

 היא כל התורה כולה ואידך פירושה הוא

זיל גמור

Although our Rabbis explain that  Hillel’s words are based upon the famous biblical injunction: love your 
neighbor as thyself, when talking to the gentile, Hillel oddly limits the verse’s scope to only “not hurting
people”.  

Q: Why do you think he does this?

There are those who understand that although the mitzvah encourages positive actions, it only requires 
refraining from things which hurt others.  Others maintain that it refers to both and perhaps Hillel’s intent 
was to engage the Gentile on a level that he could relate to at the time,  even though the Torah ultimately 
requires more.
Let’s take a look at the actual mitzvah of loving your neighbor and what it requires:

B. LEVEL II -  LOVING OTHERS AS YOURSELF

SOURCE 2: Vayikra (Leviticus), 19:18 – The Torah source for the mitzvah love your neighbor

Do not take revenge and do not bear a grudge against the 
members of your people, and you shall love your fellow as 
you love yourself; I am God.

 לאֹ-תִקֹּם ולְאֹ-תִטֹּר אתֶ-בְּניֵ עמֶַּךָ ואְָהַבְתָּ

’לרְֵעךֲָ כָּמוֹךָ אֲניִ ה

Q: Why is  “love your neighbor” included in the same verse as “bearing a grudge and taking 
revenge”, two injunctions with have categorically opposite intents?
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Israel is like litmus paper for the Jewish soul; With each mitzvah a different aspect of the Jew comes
alive and is deeply attached to his/her Creator. Practically, more are applicable in Israel than
anywhere else, G-d’s presence (as we described in a prior class) is more palpable there, we have the
potential to collectively focus our lives around Torah and in Israel, and there are less foreign
influences to distract us from this lifestyle.

Q: 	 Why do you think are so important in a general sense, and even more central in 
	 the land of Israel?

SOURCE 3: 	Rabbi Osher Chaim Levene, Set in Stone, p.31, 
	 	 Targum – Each mitzvah we fulfill intrinsically connects us with God.
Judaism is not as much a religion as it is a relationship. It is only through mitzvah observance 
that man can build a deep, enduring, and meaningful relationship with God …

That a mitzvah is the very process of forging the bond [with God] is contained within the very 
word מצוה, “commandment,” closely related to the word צוותא, meaning a connection or a 
binding.

יוצונו ה’ ושעלת את לכ יקחהם הלאה
האריל את קוקי וניקלא בוטל ונל לכ

ימיהם יחלתונ ויהכם הזה

SOURCE 4: Devarim 6:24 – God gave us the Torah for our own good.
God commanded us to perform all these decrees, to fear
God our Lord, for our own good for all time, to give us life
as this very day.

Certainly, one can connect to G-d through outside of Israel. But Israel offers a broader and deeper 
relationship.

Q: 	 Why do you think this is so?

But, let’s look more closely at the source. The source describes as “for our own good” “for all time,” 
then one phrase later, “to give us life as this very day.” Doesn’t for all time include “this very day”?

This is why we feel so spiritual and close to G-d in the Holy Land in the midst of Jews doing Jewish
things, even though we are all, not yet on the same page. Imagine what it will feel like when we are?!

It’s no wonder that the Torah testifies that were given by G-d to “benefit us”!:

With this source we understand why the Torah can testify that all the are solely for our good.
What greater good is there than a direct attachment to G-d?

ורמא בסירפ )בקע מג(, דבאותם
הרהמ (ירבדם אי יז), אף לע

יפ ינאש מגהל אתכם מן ראהץ
וחלצה ראלץ ויה מצינייון מבצות

שכשתחזור אל והי כילעם
ישדחם

SOURCE 2: 	Nachmanides (Ramban), Vayikra 18:25 – Performance of the outside 
		  the Land of Israel is only a “rehearsal” for their performance in the Land.
The Sages stated in the Sifri: “[If your hearts lead you astray 
and you serve and bow to other gods] and you will quickly 
be banished [from the good land that God gives you]” 
(Devarim11:17): Even though I [God] am exiling you from the 
Land of Israel, you should still perform so that when you 
return they will not be new and unfamiliar to you.

Perhaps it is to underscore the concept that are not just a way to get you into Heaven (for all
time), but they benefit us in the here and now. (this very day!)

Q: 	 What does the Torah emphasize by stating, to give us life, “as this very day”?
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The Land of Israel as a Model Society for the World
SOURCE 5: 	Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, Bereishis 48:3-4 – 
	 Individuals in Jewish society will play different roles, but all our bound 
	 by a common “spiritual and moral mission.
The Jewish nation is to represent agriculture as well as commerce, militarism as well as 
culture and learning. The Jewish people will be a nation of farmers, a nation of businessmen, 
a nation of soldiers and a nation of science. Thereby, as a model nation, to establish the 
truth that the one great personal and national task which God revealed in His Torah is not 
dependent on any particular kind of talent or character trait, but that the whole of humanity 
in all its shades of diversity can equally find its calling in one common spiritual and moral 
mission and outlook in life.

Perhaps we can further suggest, that the 12 tribes of Israel with their various talents and 
inherited regions throughout the land of Israel (think of a State for each tribe), each with their 
own unique natural attributes, all combine to create the perfect mosaic which is “Israel” - Not 
just the Nation but the Ideal.

SOURCE 6: 	Gateway to Judaism Rabbi Mordechai Becher – 
		  Expectations of a higher standard.
The tremendous media scrutiny of Israel and the extraordinary amount of attention paid to 
this tiny country in the Middle East may well be due to the fact that, deep down, people 
expect something more of Israel and the Jews. There is a sense that the State of Israel should 
have higher standards than its neighbors and the rest of the world – and indeed it should. This 
idea is beautifully expressed in the following verses in the Book of Yeshayahu/Isaiah (2:3):

“And many nations will go and say, ‘Let us go and ascend to the mountain of God, to the 
Temple of the God of Jacob; and we will be instructed in His ways, and we will walk in His 
paths’; for from Zion shall come forth the Torah, and the word of God from Jerusalem.”

Israel is supposed to be the place to which the people of the world look for guidance in moral 
behavior.

Israel is both a real land where the Jew finds his fulfillment and an ideal which calls the Jewish 
People and Humanity to perfection. Though we can be Jewish and achieve a connection to G-d 
anywhere in the world, all would agree that Israel stands head and shoulders apart as a means to 
fulfilling our special Jewish Destiny.

All Jews are one. When you attack one of us you attack all of us. We are one body and must 
collectively “fight back” and do whatever we can to support our brothers and sisters in Israel, both 
physically and spiritually. May our learning, good deeds and prayers be a merit for their safety and 
ultimate salvation.

SOURCE 7: RABBI ELIYAHU DESSLER ESSAY ON KINDNESS
.”..By giving to him of yourself, you will find in your soul that you and he are indeed one; you 
will feel in the clearest possible way that he really is you, “as yourself.”

UPPING OUR GAME: LOVING OUR FELLOW JEWS
We are one family and must recommit to appreciating and loving our fellow Jews, particularly now 
when Israel is under direct attack and Jews are under duress throughout the world. The Torah’s 
command to love Jews is phrased, Love your neighbor “like yourself.” What does “like yourself” 
come to add to this directive? Consider the poignant words of Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler:

The sometimes-unfair critique by the nations of the world, in a perverse way, calls us to this higher
purpose:


